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In 2002, 2004, and 2006, Luce County
surveyed youth to learn more about the
youth environment. This report details the
2006 results of two different surveys taken
by 271 students in 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th
grade at Tahquamenon Area Schools in
2006. The two surveys were Profiles of
Student Life: Attitudes & Behaviors Survey™

created by the Search InstituteSM and the
Great Lakes Center for Youth Development’s
Sidebar Survey. This project is funded by
the Luce County Child Protection Council.

The results help the Luce County com-
munity better understand how our youth
perceive their lives and their interactions

with others—peers, family, school, and
community. The Luce County Asset
Development Team encourages commu-
nity leaders, parents, neighbors, educa-
tors, and youth themselves to discuss this
data. It can help the community plan how
to better provide the supports young
people need and the opportunities that
will help them grow into competent and
caring citizens.

The Asset Vision Committee provides
leadership for the asset initiative. It is
comprised of staff from MSU Extension,
LMAS Health Department, Tahquamenon
Area Schools and The YAP Teen Center.

A Snapshot of Our Youth

While there is no “magic number” of
assets young people should have, youth
with at least half of the 40 Assets are much
less prone to risk-taking behavior. Yet, as
the chart shows, only 27% of Luce County
youth have 21 or more assets and, perhaps
more concerning, 28% of the youth sur-
veyed have 10 or fewer of the 40 Assets.

Five Highest Assets
Family Support 74%

Positive View of Future 65%

Honesty 65%

Safety 61%

Responsibility 61%

Five Lowest Assets
Creative Activities 9%

Community Values Youth 20%

Adult Role Models 20%

Reading for Pleasure 22%

Youth as Resources 24%

2006 Luce County Youth by Asset Levels

What Are Assets?
They are the strengths, or building
blocks, that kids need to grow up healthy,
competent and caring. Research tells us
that youth with more assets experience
more success in life and participate in
fewer risk-taking behaviors.
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Search Institute studies have consis-
tently shown that young people who
experience more of the assets engage in
fewer risk-taking behaviors and are more
likely to report thriving indicators. In other
words, the more assets a young person
experiences, the more likely he or she will
choose a healthy lifestyle. This has been
shown to be true regardless of age, gen-
der, or region of the country.
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The Luce County survey results reveal
that the more assets youth have, the more
likely they are to be involved in thriving
behaviors such as helping friends and
neighbors, valuing diversity, maintaining
good health, and not spending their
money quickly. Youth who have more
assets are also more likely to be leaders,
resist dangerous activities, and not give
up when things get difficult.

�������������

�������

�����������������������
��������������� ����

The survey results indicate that the
more assets youth have, the less likely they
are to participate in risk-taking behaviors.
As illustrated by these charts, youth with
more assets are less likely to be involved in
sexual activity and violent behavior.
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Note: Search Institute did not provide
data for asset level 31-40 due to having
fewer than 20 youth representing this level.
Search Institute declines to provide this data
because they feel that it could compromise
the anonymity of the respondents and
would yield scientifically unstable results.

Percentage of Youth Reporting these Risk Behaviors in 2006

Percentage of Youth Reporting these Thriving Indicators in 2006


