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The healthy development of youth is
critical to the long-term strength of our
community in the eastern Upper Peninsula.
During the 2007 school year, the schools
in Chippewa & Mackinac Counties allowed
time for 1,135 8th, 10th and 12th grade
students to take the Profiles of Student
Life: Attitudes & Behaviors survey (also
referred to as the 40 Developmental
Assets™ Survey) and the Sidebar survey.
This is the first time these surveys have
been completed in our schools. They offer
us a “snapshot” of how our kids are feel-
ing, what they are experiencing, and
where we as a community excel or may 
be lacking in our support for our kids.

According to the Search Institute’s
analysis of the 40 Developmental Assets
Survey, the average number of assets our
students possess is 17.6 out of 40. Looking
at the total population surveyed, 23%
reported only 0 to 10 assets and 42%
reported 11 to 20 assets (or 65% reporting
less than half ). This report presents select-
ed data from the surveys to help provide
the community with the information it
needs about the health of youth and their
perceptions about the community in
which they live.

It is the hope of the Chippewa County
Youth & Family Committee and the Great

Lakes Center for Youth Development that
this initial set of data and the related 
conference will be the beginning of an
increased collaborative effort to engage
our youth in the community. We hope
that in two to four years those efforts will
allow us to report that 65% or more of our
youth are reporting 20 or more assets, the
reverse of our current percentage.

A Snapshot of Our Youth

While there is no “magic number” of
assets young people should have, youth
with at least half of the 40 Assets are much
less prone to risk-taking behavior. Yet, as
the chart shows, only 35% of Chippewa
and Mackinac County youth have 21 or
more assets and, perhaps more concern-
ing, 23% of the youth surveyed have 10 or
fewer of the 40 Assets.

Totals in this report may not equal
100% due to rounding.

Most Common Assets
Positive View of Future 69%
Integrity 67%
Family Support 65%
Honesty 64%
Responsibility 61%
Sense of Purpose 61%

Least Common Assets
Creative Activities 16%
Community Values Youth 22%
Adult Role Models 22%
Youth as Resources 23%
Reading for Pleasure 23%

2007 Chippewa and Mackinac County Youth by Asset Levels

What Are Assets?
They are the strengths, or building
blocks, that kids need to grow up healthy,
competent and caring. Research tells us
that youth with more assets experience
more success in life and participate in
fewer risk-taking behaviors.
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Search Institute studies have consis-
tently shown that young people who
experience more of the assets engage in
fewer risk-taking behaviors and are more
likely to report thriving indicators. In other
words, the more assets a young person
experiences, the more likely he or she will
choose a healthy lifestyle. This has been
shown to be true regardless of age, gen-
der, or region of the country.
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The Chippewa and Mackinac County
survey results reveal that the more assets
youth have, the more likely they are to be
involved in thriving behaviors such as
helping friends and neighbors, valuing
diversity, maintaining good health, and
not spending their money quickly. Youth
who have more assets are also more likely
to be leaders, resist dangerous activities,
and not give up when things get difficult.
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The survey results indicate that the
more assets youth have, the less likely they
are to participate in risk-taking behaviors.
As illustrated by these charts, youth with
more assets are less likely to be involved in
sexual activity and violent behavior.
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