
The Dickinson and Iron County 2007

Youth Asset Report
More information available online: www.soyreport.org

In 1997, a group of individuals met as
follow-up to a Search InstituteSM training
on the “Youth Developmental Asset
Building Model”. This core group initiated
the first survey of 6-12 grades in our six
school districts with the Search InstituteSM

Profiles of Student Life: Attitudes and
Behaviors™. The interest in asset building
led to the formation of The Dickinson-Iron
Healthy Youth Coalition, which continues
to lead the asset building initiative in our
community. The approach to viewing
youth as the solution, not the problem,
has been our message as we continue 
to promote the asset-building model.

Education and support for asset building
initiatives continues across all community
and school environments.

As our community refined our approach
to youth asset building, it became impor-
tant that we support this model in the 0-5
year old population. Asset building is now
a part of 0-5 programs for young children
in our communities.

We were excited to see our children’s
assets increase from 17.6 in 1997 to 19.3
in 2002. Our most recent 2007 survey
shows an average of 19.4 assets. Our
work will continue with the support of all
our community’s citizens.

A Snapshot of Our Youth

While there is no “magic number” of
assets young people should have, youth
with at least half of the 40 Assets are much
less prone to risk-taking behavior. Yet, as
the chart shows, only 44% of Dickinson
and Iron County youth have 21 or more
assets and, perhaps more concerning, 14%
of the youth surveyed have 10 or fewer of
the 40 Assets.

Most Common Assets
Positive View of Future 76%
Family Support 73%
Achievement Motivation 69%
Integrity 68%
Honesty 68%

Least Common Assets
Creative Activities 17%
Reading for Pleasure 24%
Community Values Youth 25%
Youth as Resources 27%
Planning and 

Decision Making 28%

2007 Dickinson and Iron County Youth by Asset Levels

What Are Assets?
They are the strengths, or building

blocks, that kids need to grow up healthy,
competent and caring. Research tells us
that youth with more assets experience
more success in life and participate in
fewer risk-taking behaviors.
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This figure shows the power of assets to protect youth from 
risk-taking behaviors. Search InstituteÕs research consistently
shows that youth with higher levels of assets are involved in fewer
risk-taking behaviors. Each vertical bar shows the average number
of 24 risk-taking behaviors among all youth surveyed, grouped by
asset level.

This figure shows the power of assets to promote thriving
actions among our youth. Search InstituteÕs research consistently
shows that youth with higher levels of assets are more likely to
report more thriving indicators. Each vertical bar shows the aver-
age numberof 8 thriving indicators among all youth surveyed,
grouped by asset level.
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Most of our adolescents experience too few of the 40 Assets. In fact, as you see in the following graph, our chil-
dren actually start losing assets as they move into middle high school.This is significant as the youth enter into a
critical time of decision-making for life. Parents heavily involved in their childrenÕs elementary education back off
discipline, communication, sharing values, etc.as their youth move into their middle and high school years.This is
the time when maximum support and dialogue need to take place. As a community, we must closely examine
what is ÒhappeningÓat each grade level.
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¥ School success ¥ Leadership

¥ Helping others ¥ Resisting danger

¥ Valuing diversity ¥ Impulse control

¥ Maintaining good health ¥ Overcoming adversity
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¥ Alcohol use ¥ Crime

¥ Tobacco use ¥ Sexual activity

¥ Illegal drug use ¥ Vandalism

¥ Violence ¥ Skipping school


