Pov Youmg People
. " Capital

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT :
Ann Gonyea, Great Lakes Center for Youth Developmen
906-228-8919, ext. 15
amgonyea@glcyd.org
EMBARGOED UNTIL
January 24, 2008

Marquette, Alger Counties Named One of the Nation’d 00 Best
Communities for Young Peopl®r Third Time

Competition Showcases Successful Efforts by U.S. Cities and Town®lp Young People Succeed

Marquette/Alger Counties, MI— America’s Promise Alliance , the nation’s largest alliance dedicate
to children and youth, in partnership with Capital One, today announced thatditargnd Alger
counties have been named a winner of its 20BBest Communities for Young Peamenpetition

This is the third time in a row the two-county region has been aw#rdatksignation.

The 100 Bestompetition recognizes the 100 outstanding communities across Ameriga-afat
small, rural and urban—that are the best places for young people to live angpgidare than 300
communities in all 50 states applied for the honor this year. The 100 winnimguwoties span 37
states.

Marquette and Alger Counties were selected as one aDth®esfor the third year in a row because
of the way the community has come together to develop programs to improweshef youth.

“Getting this designation the first two times was a real testd to the fact that the communities that
make up Marquette and Alger counties do great work in building and maintaicanmg and healthy
environment for youth,” said Judy Watson Olson, president of the Great Lakes foentouth
Development in Marquette. “But | think being named as one of the 100 Best forrthentie shows
that not only do we work hard, but we are a nationally-recognized model comrhunity

In awarding the 100 Best designation to Marquette and Alger countige#nighe Alliance
spotlighted programs such as The Great Parents/Great Start,isvaioksource for families with
children from infants to age five. Great Start offers programs andne=s that encourage positive
parent-child interaction in daily activities, provides informationrdeliectual, social and physical
growth in young children, promotes school readiness and teaches parenttiakdin help children
grow and thrive. In addition, the local health departments provide an arrayvigies for youth within
schools. In Marquette County, an adolescent health worker is presemémlshigh schools with a
program targeting at risk youth to prevent them from engaging in risk-takiitg behaviors.

“With a reputation for strong family and community values and a dedicatipmutb programs,
Marquette and Alger counties have once again distinguished themisgirexiving this well-
deserved, national recognition,” said Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-MI. “Our childeeour most precious



resource, and | am pleased that these two Michigan communities havedmgrized for their efforts
to ensure that the future of our children and our state is bright.”

Rep. Bart Stupak (D-MI) was also pleased to learn of the award. "Oairefagerica's Promise
Alliance has recognized the quality of life in Marquette and Alger Cauatid the entire U.P. The
residents of the communities have worked hard to develop programs that amiweigmd nurturing
for young people,” he said. “We place a premium on the moral structure of ouruodtesithrough
which we impart life-long values in our children. Every community hopes fdghatland prosperous
future which is realized through our children. Whether it's our investiméngalth care, education,
infrastructure or new technologies, | am committed to ensuring evenynunity in northern Michigan
is a place where our children can thrive."

“The prosperity of every community and this country depends on how well weocaner fchildren and
youth,” said Marguerite W. Kondracke, president and CEO, America’s R¥dxliance, “Although no
place is perfect, when we have communities that make young people a priorilye working to make
sure they stay in school and have all the resources necessary to ldad peadiuctive lives, we must
recognize them and by extension inspire other cities and towns to followetebit |

The 100 Bestompetition was first held in 2005. This year’s winners were selectedlistirguished
panel that included some of the nation’s most well-known civic, business anafitdepders. All
communities that completed entries in 1@ Bestompetition were required to submit detailed
information to the Alliance on existing community programs and initiativatshelp deliver the Five
Promises to their young people. The Five Promises are resourceseaddnjif\merica’s Promise as
critical to the development of healthy, successful children: caringsadafe places; healthy start;
effective education; and opportunities to help others. Applicants werasied to describe how
different sectors of their community come together to deliveFibe Promises and specific efforts and
programs developed to ensure that their young people graduate from high schar@dofepcollege
and/or the workforce. Each of these communities, regardless of wtietlievere selected as a winner,
will be eligible to apply for $300,000 in grants from the Alliance next month.

For more details about the100 Bestcompetition and to see a complete list of the 2008 winners,
please visit www.americaspromise.org.
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About the America’s Promise Alliance

America’s Promise Allianceis the nation’s leaden forging a strong and effective partnership aitie
comprised of corporations, nonprofit organizatidosndations, policymakers, advocacy and faith gsou
committed to ensuring that children receive thelamental resources - the Five Promises — they todledd
successful, healthy and productive lives and baidironger society. Building on the legacy of aurfder
General Colin Powell, the Alliance believes thecass of our children is grounded in experiencirgRlve
Promises - caring adults; safe place; a healthty, sta effective education; and opportunities tiplahers - at
home, in school and in the community. For morerimi@tion on America’s Promise Alliance visit:
www.americaspromise.org

About Capital One

Headquartered in McLean, Virgini@apital One Financial Corporation (www.capitalone.comis a financial
holding company, with 732 locations in New York,Wéersey, Connecticut, Texas and Louisiana. Itecjpal
subsidiaries, Capital One Bank, Capital One Aut@Rce, Inc., and Capital One, N.A. offer a broagttpim of
financial products and services to consumers, smaihesses and commercial clients. Capital Onb'sidiaries
collectively had $83.3 billion in deposits and $M45illion in managed loans outstanding as of Saptr 30,
2007. Capital One, a Fortune 500 company, tradelenhew York Stock Exchange under the symbol "COF"
and is included in the S&P 100 index.




